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SUBJECT: FIRST AFRICAN POLITICAL RALLY SPONSORED BY GUMO 
REF: LOURENCO MARQUES 302 

1. ON MAY 3, GUMO ORGANIZED WHAT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS THE 
FIRST LARGE AFRICAN POLITICAL MEETING EVER HELD IN MOZAMBIQUE. 
MEETING (MENTIONED IN REFTEL) WAS HELD BEFORE CROWD ESTIMATED 
AT ABOUT 10,000 ON FOOTBALL FIELD IN XIPAMANINE, ONE OF 
AFRICAN SECTIONS OF LOURENCO MARQUES. MEETING HAS BEEN 
WIDELY MIS-REPORTED IN SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS AS HAVING BEEN 
SCENE OF CLASH BETWEEN FRELIMO SYMPATHIZERS AND POLICE, 

AND AS HAVING BROKEN UP IN DISORDER. UNUSUAL EVENT ALSO 
GAVE RISE TO RUMORS AMONG SOME NERVOUS MEMBERS OF ENGLISH- 
SPEAKING BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO EFFECT THAT AFRICANS WERE 
PLANNING VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS, INCLUDING ONE HORROR STORY, 
ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT FOUNDATION, THAT AFRICANS "WERE GOING 
WILD" BREAKING WINDOWS DOWNTOWN, OVERTURNING CARS, ETC. 
ACTUALLY, AS WILL BE SEEN BELOW, AFFAIR WAS SOMEWHAT 
TAME AND UNINSPIRING, ACCORDING TO EYE WITNESSES, ALTHOUGH 
DR. JOANA SIMIAO, GUMO VICE PRESIDENT, TOLD US SHE REGARDED 
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IT AS A SUCCESS, CONSIDERING SIZE OF CROWD AND THAT IT WAS 
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THE FIRST TIME MOST OF THE AFRICAN SPECTATORS HAD BEEN 
EXPOSED TO THE FREE EXPRESSION OF VIEWS. 

2. AT MEETING, DR. SIMIAO SPOKE FIRST. GIVING SIMPLIFIED 
HISTORY OF GUMO, SHE URGED MOZAMBICANS TO VOTE FOR LEADERS 
OF GUMO IN ELECTIONS OF DEPUTIES TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND 

TO MOZAMBIQUE'S LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY; EXHORTED GUMO MEMBERS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TO REFRAIN FROM 
ATTACKING THEIR ASIATIC AND WHITE BROTHERS; AND DECLARED 
THAT. ALTHOUGH IT MAY SEEM STRANGE AND CONTRADICTORY, ONLY 
SPINOLA AND JUNTA CAN PREVENT ADVENTURES SUCH AS THAT OF 
IAN SMITH AND HIS UDI. 

3. JORGE ABREU, APPEARING FOR FIRST TIME EVER IN OPEN NECKED 
SHIRT, DELIVERED RAMBLING, INEFFECTIVE SPEECH TO WHICH 
CROWD PAID LITTLE ATTENTION. 

4. MAXIMO DIAS, GUMO PRESIDENT, DELIVERED EMOTIONALLY 
CHARGED SPEECH FULL OF VAGUE, IDEALISTIC DEFINITIONS OF 
WHAT GUMO REPRESENTS - E.G. "GUMO IS GUARANTEE OF AUTHEN- 
TICITY OF MOZAMBICANS ... GUMO IS MOZAMBIQUE AND BELONGS TO 
ALL ... GUMO IS IDEA OF PEACE, HARMONY, AND LIBERTY ... 

GUMO IS ONLY AVENUE FOR PEACE, ONLY IMAGE OF UNCOMPROMISED, 
JUST (MOVEMENT FOR INDEPENDENCE) ROOTED IN MOZAMBIQUE TO 
SERVE ALL MOZAMBICANSEQUALLY." MORE SPECIFICALLY, DIAS URGED 
MOZAMBICANS ABROAD, PARTICULARLY UNION OF STUDENTS OF 
MOZAMBIQUE (UNEMO), TO RETURN TO HELP RECONSTRUCT BETTER 
MOZAMBIQUE; DECLARED THAT GUMO IS NOT AGAINST IDEAL OF 
JUSTICE OF FRELIMO, INASMUCH AS BOTH GUMO AND FRELIMO WERE 
BUILT OF SOCIAL INJUSTICES; WARNED AGAINST REACTIONARY FORCES 
ATTEMPTING TO DIVIDE MOZAMBIQUE; AND CONDEMNED THOSE WHO 
ENRICHED THEMSELVES AT EXPENSE OF POOR MOZAMBICANS AND 
TRANSFERRED FUNDS ABROAD. 

5. MOST FLAGRANT EXAMPLE OF INACCURATE REPORTING WAS ACCOUNT 
OF XIPAMANINE MEETING APPEARING IN RAND DAILY MAIL OF MAY 6, 
PRESUMABLY SUBMITTED BY CORRESPONDENT DENNIS GORDON. 
ILLUSTRATED BY PHOTOS OF F.XHTLF.R ATF.D AFRICANS WITH MISLEADING 
CAPTIONS, REPORT CLAIMED "ABOUT 10,000 ENTHUSIASTIC BLACKS 
SCREAMED SUPPORT FOR FRELIMO", AND "CORPS OF FIFTY BANNER- 
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WAVING FRELIMO SUPPORTERS SCREAMED SLOGANS BEFORE RALLYING 
THE CROWD BEHIND THEM", CONTINUING THAT "AFTER RALLY BROKE 
DOWN IN SHAMBLES, THRONG SURGED THROUGH THE STREETS YELLING 
"FRF, LIMP" FRELIMO". SUCH IRRESPONSIBLE REPORTING BY COR 
RESPONDENT WHO PROBABLY SPEAKS NO PORTUGUESE AND WHO 
PROBABLY HAS HAD LITTLE EXPERIENCE OBSERVING AFRICAN CROWDS, 
COULD STIR UP READERS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND LEAD TO FAULTY 
APPRAISALS OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN MOZAMBIQUE. 
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6. DESPITE THE LARGE CROWD GUMO MANAGED TO ATTRACT, SEEMS 
CLEAR MEETING WAS LESS THAN COMPLETE SUCCESS. CROWD HAD 
DIFFICULTY HEARING SPEECHES DUE TO NOISE AND POOR LOUD- 
SPEAKERS (WHICH REPORTEDLY BROKE DOWN BEFORE MEETING ENDED). 
WHILE THERE WAS A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF BARRACKING BY GROUP 

OF ABOUT THIRTY AFRICANS, CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE AS FRELIMO 
SYMPATHIZERS. WHO INTERRUPTED SPEAKERS WITH PRO-FRELIMO 
CHANTING, AND BY SHOUTING "FORA GUMO"(GUMO GET OUT), THERE 
WAS NOTHING LIKE THE "THOUSANDS" OF DISSENTERS REPORTED IN 
SOME NEWSPAPERS OR ANYTHING REQUIRING POLICE INTERVENTION. 

ONLY NEAR VIOLENCE OCCURRED WHEN TRUCK CARRYING PHOTOGRAPHERS 
AND CORRESPONDENTS ALMOST RAN DOWN THE FRELIMO GROUP, THUS 
PROVOKING ANGRY REACTION. GUMO, UNDERSTANDABLY CONCERNED BY 
THE INACCURATE REPORTING, WHICH THEY ATTRIBUTED TO INFLUENCE 
OF A "MAOIST" REPORTER REPRESENTING ESPRESSO, PUBLISHED 
STATEMENT ON MAY 4 ASSERTING THAT DEGREE OF OPPOSITION AT 
MEETING HAD BEEN GREATLY EXAGGERATED AND THAT DR. SIMIAO HAD 
NEEDED NO POLICE PROTECTION. ON CONTRARY, SHE CLAIMED SHE 
HAD BEEN CARRIED IN TRIUMPH ON SHOULDERS OF SOME MACUA 
COMPATRIOTS. ACCORDING TO CONGEN OFFICER, AND OTHERS WHO 
ATTENDED RALLY, MOST OF CROWD SEEMED POLITICALLY APATHETIC, 

AND DRAWN BY HOPE OF SEEING SOME UNUSUAL SPECTACLE. PEOPLE 
MILLED AROUND AIMLESSLY, TALKING TO FRIENDS, FEEDING BABIES, 

VISIBLY BORED BY AFFAIR THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND. SOME 
OF THE FEW WHITES PRESENT WERE PROBABLY CONCERNED BY 
DEMAGOGIC TONE OF DIAS SPEECH AND HIS SOMEWHAT CASUISTIC 
IDENTIFICATION WITH FRELIMO. 

7. COMMENT: MAIN SIGNIFICANCE OF MEETING, APART FROM FACT 
THAT IT OCCURRED AT ALL, WAS SUCCESS GUMO HAD IN ATTRACTING 
LARGEST GROUP OF AFRICANS EVER TO ASSEMBLE FOR POLITICAL 
RALLY IN MOZAMBIQUE. ALSO OF INTEREST WAS THE FIRST 
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